
Statement from Mike Ryan, director of the Orange County Social Services Agency, 
regarding the 2015 Conditions of Children Report:!
 "
One of the positive outcomes noted in the 2015 Conditions of Children Report is the decreasing 
number of substantiated child abuse allegations.  SSA continues to focus significant attention 
toward preventative measures to allow for children to remain at home whenever safely possible 
and to provide referrals to resources in their community, to help address the issues that are 
impacting the family.""
Some of our preventative measures include our Differential Response program, Healthy 
Tomorrows, and our Family Resource Centers.""
The positive effects of these preventative efforts are also confirmed by data which indicate that 
the number of children entering the child welfare system as dependents is also significantly 
decreasing. In 2010, 1,391 children entered the dependency system in Orange County and this 
number has been steadily decreasing: 1,246 in 2011; 1,157 in 2012; 1,014 in 2013; and 1,056 in 
2014. "
 "
What we are finding is the families who are entering the Child Welfare System have very 
complex needs and that the length of time it is taking to reunify children with their families is 
increasing.    SSA continues to make efforts to decrease the time to reunification by better 
engaging with the families early on in the dependency system and creating a variety of services 
and supports that will address the families’ needs.   However, it is important to note that the 
occurrence of children re-entering the dependency system within one year of reunifying with 
their families is significantly lower in Orange County than the State as a whole (State: 12.1%, 
OC SSA: 5.8%).  What this means is that, although further work needs to be done to return 
children home sooner, we are ensuring that families are ready when we do reunify children, so 
that very few children re-enter the system after returning home.   On average, while children in 
foster care take one year to be reunified with their families, 19 in 20 of these children will not re-
enter the child welfare system within the next year."
 "
The 2015 Conditions of Children report also indicated that the number of children enrolled in the 
CalFresh (food stamps) and CalWORKs programs is on the rise.  We attribute this data, in part, 
to lasting effects of the recession on incomes and to increased awareness of these programs.  
One of our goals is to ensure that those who are eligible for these needed benefits are receiving 
them. 


