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VIA PERSONAL DELIVERY AND FIRST-CLASS MAIL  

Sen. Janet Nguyen 

12866 Main Street, Suite 202 

Garden Grove, CA 92840 

 

 

Re: CEASE AND DESIST AND DEMAND FOR RETRACTION 

 

Dear Senator Nguyen: 

 

I am writing this letter on behalf of my client Colonel (ret.) Tom Umberg. The purpose of 

this letter is to demand that you cease publication of certain false, malicious and defamatory 

statements that you are communicating in writing and verbally to thousands of residents 

throughout California and specifically within the 34th California State Senate District. It is also to 

demand that you immediately retract these false, malicious and defamatory statements by the 

same means and to the same extent that you published them. 

 

Your publication of these false and defamatory statements violates California Civil Code 

sections 45 and 46 and entitle Colonel Umberg to recover compensatory and punitive damages. 

Attached is a mailer published by you and your campaign and ostensibly endorsed and ratified 

by those individuals and organizations listed on page four of the mailer.  The mailer contains a 

number of statements that you know are false. Among these false statements include, but are not 

limited to, the following: 

 

1.) Tom Umberg is a communist; 

2.) Tom Umberg is “pro-communist” and a “communist sympathizer”; 

3.) Tom Umberg is (or was) supportive of Jane Fonda and Tom Hayden’s anti-Vietnam War 

efforts; and 

4.) Tom Umberg voted in agreement with Tom Hayden 100% of the time. 

 In addition, the mailer intentionally conflates Tom Hayden and his beliefs and activities 

with Tom Umberg so as to lead the reader to think that the actions and beliefs of Tom Hayden 

were actually committed or held by Tom Umberg. All of these false statements were intentional, 

and no doubt designed by you to cause Colonel Umberg harm to his reputation, profession and 

business. In addition, these false and misleading statements cast Colonel Umberg in a false light 

and attribute to him views that he does not hold.   

 



 
 

 

Colonel Umberg first donned a US Army uniform in 1973 as a ROTC cadet. He was 

commissioned by General of the Army Omar Bradley as a Second Lieutenant upon graduation 

from UCLA in 1977. He was honorably discharged - after 33 years of service - in 2010. During 

Colonel Umberg’s military career he served with the 2nd Infantry Division along the Korean 

DMZ; with NATO forces in Europe; as a paratrooper with the Army Special Operations 

Command; as an instructor at the JFK Special Warfare Center; and in Afghanistan – where he 

was awarded a Bronze Star. In addition to his military service – all of which required security 

clearances – Colonel Umberg served in some of our nation’s most sensitive civilian positions; 

including Deputy Director of the White House Office of National Drug Control Policy and as a 

federal prosecutor.  In fact, as you noted in one of your other mailers to residents of the 34th 

Senate District -- Colonel Umberg holds a “TOP SECRET/SCI security clearance;” which is the 

highest level security clearance that exists. 

 

As you know, Colonel Umberg would not have been able to hold any of these positions 

or have a TOP SECRET/SCI security clearance if the allegations in the attached mailer were 

true. As you also well know, Colonel Umberg is not, and has never been, a communist; pro-

communist, or a communist sympathizer. During the latter part of the Vietnam War he was in 

training to become an Army officer, as was his wife – Brigadier General (ret.) Robin Umberg.   

And his father-in-law was flying over 100 combat missions as an Air Force pilot in Vietnam.  

 

As a current legislator you knew that Colonel Umberg did not vote 100% percent of the 

time with Tom Hayden and you should have known that Colonel Umberg had never met Jane 

Fonda.  It is deceitful to suggest that simply because Colonel Umberg served with Mr. Hayden 

for one two-year term over 26 years ago that somehow, he agreed with Mr. Hayden on the 

Vietnam War -- because he did not.  Elected officials such as Curt Pringle and Republican Party 

Chairman Jim Brulte served with Mr. Hayden for far longer periods and it would be equally 

misleading to suggest they agreed with Tom Hayden simply because they served in the same 

legislative body.  

 

The people of Vietnam suffered tremendous harm at the hands of the communists both 

during and after the war. Many of the survivors and their families of the communist atrocities 

now live in the 34th Senate District. As a result, you also knew that publishing these facts, 

particularly to the patriotic Vietnamese-American population, would cause special harm to the 

Umbergs. Indeed, you published them in Vietnamese -- no doubt in the hope that this 

communication would both resonate with the Vietnamese- American voters and not be 

discovered.  

 

My clients intend to seek full recovery from you and all those responsible for the harm 

done to Colonel and Brigadier General Umberg, including compensatory and punitive damages.  

Those damages increase every minute your statements remain without being retracted. 














