
 

 
 

Association of Orange County Deputy Sheriffs 

1600 N. Main Street, Santa Ana, CA 92701 
 

 

 

March 25, 2020 

 

Sheriff Barnes 

550 N. Flower 

Santa Ana, CA 92703 

 

Dear Sheriff Barnes: 

 

My executive director, Paul Bartlett, and I had a lengthy conference call today with several of 

your executive command staff regarding the working conditions for our sworn members 

stationed in the correctional facilities. As you know, we learned yesterday that the first inmate in 

the jail population has contracted COVID-19. Both parties strongly agree that the safety of our 

staff and inmates is a priority of concern. This virus is indiscriminate; it does not make a 

distinction between inmates and staff. During this very productive conference call, many issues 

and concerns were discussed. Based on that discussion, we are making the following requests: 

• It is our understanding that the department has, in reserve, approximately 1,500 N95 

masks assigned to our correctional facilities ready to be deployed. We were told these 

masks were not deployed prior for fear that early dissemination would not allow for 

these masks and PPE equipment to later be available should there be a COVID-19 

exposure in the correctional facilities. We request you immediately deploy these masks 

and other PPE to personnel assigned to our correctional facilities to reduce the risk of 

COVID-19 exposure. 

• We request that you develop a contingency plan to shutter non-module style housing 

locations, such as dormitories and barracks, throughout the entire county correctional 

system. These types of inmate housing locations consist of living conditions and 

movement requirements that force inmates to be in very close proximity to one another. 

In order to facilitate the shuttering of these housing locations, we would be supportive of 

releasing non-violent offender inmates with 30 days or less left on their sentences. A 

priority should be given to those inmates who are at the highest risk. It is our 

understanding that if this becomes a necessity it would reduce the jail inmate population 

significantly. We encourage you to work with the Orange County judicial system and take 

whatever steps necessary to ensure such a contingency plan is in place should this need 

occur. We believe that any inmates who are released early should be screened medically, 

so we can be sure we are not introducing additional cases of COVID-19 into the 

community. We would also need to be involved in contingency planning, as this would 

have a tremendous impact on our members. 

• In addition, we request that inmates be temporarily given only one hot meal a day to 



reduce potential exposure in our mess halls. Of the three meals they receive daily, only 

one (they currently receive two hot meals) should be served hot, in accordance with 

California state law. In lieu of the second hot meal per day, we believe providing 

additional snacks during the day would serve as an appropriate supplement. Not only will 

this help with the morale of our inmate population, but it will reduce the contact the 

inmates have with one another and help reduce the risk of exposure to others. 

• We are also requesting that inmate checks being conducted in the Central Men’s Jail and 
Central Women’s Jail be primarily done through the catwalks to reduce direct contact 

with our members. I have spoken to your executive command staff and have provided 

them more details. 

• Additionally, we are requesting that support staff be responsible for cleaning our 

courthouse inmate detention areas more often and protocols are established to ensure 

that these holding areas and areas where members of the public congregate are sanitized 

and cleaned on a far more frequent basis. 

We have several additional areas of concern we will be discussing with members of your 

executive team. We would appreciate a response to our requests as soon as possible. 

 

Respectfully, 

 

 

Tom Dominguez 
President 

Association of Orange County Deputy Sheriffs 

 

 


