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May 20, 2020 

 

TO:  Chairwoman Steel and Members, Board of Supervisors 

 

FROM:  Clayton Chau, Health Care Agency Director 

 

SUBJECT: COVID-19 Recovery Data and Co-Morbidity Information 

 

 

In response to the Board of Supervisors’ inquiry into reporting COVID-19 recovery data, the Health Care 

Agency’s (HCA) Research Team analyzed various approaches other jurisdictions are utilizing to report this data 
and has identified an acceptable approach to begin reporting this data daily on the COVID-19 website, 

https://occovid19.ochealthinfo.com/ , beginning Tuesday, May 26, 2020. Additionally, this memo provides an 

overview of the requested co-morbidity information. 

 

Recovery Data 

 

Below provides an overview of the recovery data methodology, key assumptions and caveats. 

 

Reporting Methodology 

 

   Number of cumulative prior 28-day case count 

-  Number of current mortality  

   Number Recovered 

 

Assumptions 

1. All people who pass away from COVID-19 will do so within four weeks.  

a. This assumption is based on median ICU and hospitalization rates and comes from a 

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention report.  

2. The number of positive cases is a true representation of all people within the community who 

actually had symptoms. 

 

It is important to note that this data overall is not a comprehensive data point to measure recovery. The 

following are the significant caveats to keep in mind when referencing the new recovery data point: 

 

Recovery Data Caveats 

 

1. Recovery data is based on the reported cumulative prior 28 day case count.  
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2. Mild to moderate cases who never sought testing and asymptomatic cases are not 

captured.  

3. There may be individuals who die from COVID-19 beyond the 4th week of diagnosis. 

4. There may be individuals that recovered sooner than the 4th week of diagnosis. 

COVID-19 Co-morbidity Information 

 

HCA Research analyzed Sheriff-Coroner data to identify co-morbidity information and as of May 5, 2020, there 

were 65 COVID-19 deaths reported in Orange County with 47 of those included in the available data from the 

Sheriff-Coroner Division. It’s important to know that the process of death registration can result in a few day 
delay for the record to appear in the death file. Of those 47 cases, below is a summary of findings: 

 

 Majority 62% were male and 38% were female 

 66% of the deceased individuals were over 65 years of age 

 83% of the deaths occurred in a hospital setting and 4% each at decedent’s residence or 
nursing home 

 76% of decedents had complications in addition to COVID-19 that led to death 

 Pneumonia, Respiratory Distress or Respiratory Failure and cardiopulmonary arrest were 

most frequent complications 

 Diabetes, Obesity and Hypertension were some of the most common co-morbidities 

As indicated above, the majority of the classified COVID-19 deaths had two or more complications that 

contributed to their deaths.  

 

If you have any questions about the above information, please contact me at (714) 834-2830. 

 

Thank you for your continued support! 

 

  
RS:EC    

 

cc: Frank Kim, County Executive Office 

 


